Latest News: Integral Responds to the COVID-19
Crisis in India

6th May 2021
Integral Alliance has launched an Integral Disaster Response for the COVID-19
crisis in India. Fourteen Members1 have opted in so far and are mainly responding
with their established local Partners to provide medical supplies, especially
oxygen, and support for threatened livelihoods.
Fundraising campaigns have been launched across the alliance to support this
response. This response comes on top of the work of Integral Members and their
Partners in the global pandemic over the last year – it is estimated they have
assisted more than 10 million people across 57 countries through their COVID-19
responses.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that there are over 20 million
COVID-19 cases across India, with the current death toll at 222,000 people.
[Source here]. It is widely acknowledged that the actual figures are much higher.
Oxygen is still in short supply across the country despite a large international and
national effort [Source here]. There is now also a shortage of the vaccine.
A significant message heard on the Integral call was that the pandemic is causing
a deep crisis in India that is being played out not just in the cities, but also rural
areas where many migrant workers have returned, often fuelling the spread of
the disease. The impact of the pandemic outside cities is not often reported.
Prince David, Tearfund’s Country Director in India, says, “The crisis is out of hand
… In Delhi it is hard to find vacant beds in hospitals, there is an acute shortage of
oxygen and essential medicines for treatment. Families wait for long hours to
cremate or bury their dead relatives. What we see in the cities can be captured
on camera, but there is an unseen disaster happening in rural parts of the
country. The second wave has once again pushed migrant workers back to their
villages. They migrated in distress to find work and have returned in despair.”
Integral Member Tearfund (UK) is providing unconditional cash transfers or
vouchers for purchasing food and other essential items, as well as cash for work
in building community assets. Along with other Integral Members supporting this
response, they are involved with COVID-19 awareness raising for the prevention
of the virus, encouraging communities to get vaccinated and looking at providing
community-based quarantine facilities for early detection and control of spread.
Prince continues, “We see Integral adding value to our responses by being a ‘one
stop shop’ to see who is doing what in supporting local Partners in India, as well
as sharing cross-learning and, most importantly, increasing prayer support. My
personal prayer is that the spike in the number of new infections will fall every
day and similarly the death rate too; and that supplies of oxygen, medicines and
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beds will be restored. My hope is that we will see a quick turnaround and that the
nation will be better prepared to respond to future waves.”
In the initial stages of an Integral response, calls are held as frequently as
necessary, so that Members can share information in the critical phase when
needs are acute. The Integral online platform enables Members to share photos
and stories, response plans and funding needs.
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Extra information:
Integral's Vision
Christian agencies uniting globally, alleviating suffering and restoring hope, in
disasters and beyond.
Integral's Mission
Integral exists to see God's Kingdom demonstrated by uniting our Members.
We champion, encourage and facilitate collaborative working across the Alliance,
particularly in disasters.
On Integral Collaboration:
Integral’s goal is for all its Members to become more effective and efficient in
their work and to see greater impact and reach as a result of working
collaboratively.
Integral Members have a collaborative strategy for responding to disasters, with
the Integral Disaster Response Process coordinating the emergency activities of
its Members. The aim of the Integral DR process is to combine resources to
ensure that as many people as possible are reached with the assistance they
need. The Integral Secretariat plays a coordinating role to facilitate better
communication between all Members in disaster situations with the aim of
increasing support and avoiding duplication.
Integral has 21 Members with headquarters in 13 countries. Integral Members
work in over 85 countries, across 34 sectors, and have a network of over 580
local partners. To watch a short film introducing Integral click here.
See here for more information about Integral’s commitment to Quality Standards.
Integral Members are:
CEDAR Fund - Hong Kong
Food for the Hungry – USA & Canada
Integra - Slovakia
International Health Partners – UK
Medical Teams International – USA
Medair – Switzerland
Mission East – Denmark
SEL France - France
Tearfund Australia – Australia
Tearfund - Netherlands
Tearfund – Belgium
Tearfund - Canada
Tearfund - Ireland
Tearfund – New Zealand

Tear Fund - Switzerland
Tearfund – UK
Transform Aid International – Australia
World Concern – USA
World Relief – USA
World Renew - Canada & USA
ZOA – Netherlands

