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A new Integral alert has been raised to respond to the volcanic eruption in the 

DRC.  Five Integral Members are responding to this unfolding humanitarian crisis1 

in DRC and Rwanda. 

   

On Saturday 22 May the Mount Nyiragongo volcano erupted near the city of 

Goma in North Kivu province. An estimated 450,000 people have fled Goma and 

an unconfirmed number, thought to be tens of thousands, have crossed the 

border into Rwanda. Some 350,000 are estimated to be urgent need of 

humanitarian assistance [Source here]. 

 
On Thursday 27 May local authorities ordered an evacuation of large parts of 

Goma which has experienced more than a thousand tremors since the eruption.  

Hebdavi Muhindo, who leads Integral Alliance Member Tearfund’s work in DRC 

and lives in Goma says, “The tremors have significantly reduced but people are 

scared of another eruption. Some are sleeping outside because the walls of their 

homes have cracked from the tremors.” 

He continues, “The northern part of town has had its main water supply cut by 

the lava, resulting in an estimated 500,000 people without a source of safe water. 

Those who are displaced are in need of shelter, food and safe water.” 

Integral Members are carrying out assessments in Rwanda and DRC and 

responding urgently with the resources they already have in both countries.  

There have been suspected outbreaks of cholera among the displaced 

communities [source here] and providing access to clean water remains a very 

high priority.  

Jon Kennedy, Humanitarian Specialist at Tearfund says, "Working together as 

Integral allows us all to more effectively share the information and resources we 

have with those best placed to respond in DRC and Rwanda. We value the 

support of our colleagues from other Integral Alliance Members." 

 
The DRC is a country already experiencing serious multiple crises – the 

Norwegian Refugee Council have cited the DRC as ‘the world’s most neglected 

displacement crisis’ [Source here]. Ten Integral Members are currently working 

together to respond to needs in the DRC and raise awareness of this neglected 

crisis [See here for more information about Integral’s first Neglected Crisis 

response].     

In the initial stages of an Integral response, calls are held as frequently as 

necessary, so that Members can share information in the critical phase when 

needs are acute. The Integral online platform enables Members to share photos 

and stories, response plans and funding needs. 

 
1Food for the Hungry (US & Canada), Medair (Switzerland), Tearfund (Canada), Tearfund (UK), World 
Relief (US). 

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/some-350000-people-urgent-need-help-goma
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep7_volcaniceruptiongomadrc_31-may2021_public_en.pdf
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/may/dr-congo-tops-list-of-worlds-most-neglected-crises/
https://www.integralalliance.org/newsletter/integral-responds-neglected-crisis-democratic-republic-congo/


Contact: Sarah Larkin, Head of Marketing and Communications:  

s.larkin@integralalliance.org | Integral’s website: www.integralalliance.org 

 

Extra information: 

Integral's Vision 
Christian agencies uniting globally, alleviating suffering and restoring hope, in 

disasters and beyond. 
Integral's Mission 
Integral exists to see God's Kingdom demonstrated by uniting our Members.  
We champion, encourage and facilitate collaborative working across the Alliance, 

particularly in disasters. 
 
On Integral Collaboration: 

Integral’s goal is for all its Members to become more effective and efficient in 

their work and to see greater impact and reach as a result of working 

collaboratively.  

 

Integral Members have a collaborative strategy for responding to disasters, with 

the Integral Disaster Response Process coordinating the emergency activities of 

its Members. The aim of the Integral DR process is to combine resources to 

ensure that as many people as possible are reached with the assistance they 

need. The Integral Secretariat plays a coordinating role to facilitate better 

communication between all Members in disaster situations with the aim of 

increasing support and avoiding duplication. 

Integral has 21 Members with headquarters in 13 countries. Integral Members 

work over 85 countries, across 34 sectors, and have a network of over 580 local 

partners.  To watch a short film introducing Integral click here.  

 

See here for more information about Integral’s commitment to Quality Standards 

Integral Members are: 

 

CEDAR Fund - Hong Kong 

Food for the Hungry – USA & Canada 

Integra - Slovakia 

International Health Partners – UK 

Medical Teams International – USA 

Medair – Switzerland  

Mission East – Denmark 

SEL France - France  

Tearfund Australia – Australia 

Tearfund - Netherlands 

Tearfund – Belgium 

Tearfund  - Canada 

Tearfund - Ireland  

Tearfund – New Zealand 

Tear Fund - Switzerland 

Tearfund – UK 

Transform Aid International – Australia 

World Concern – USA 

World Relief – USA 

World Renew - Canada & USA 

ZOA – Netherlands 

mailto:s.larkin@integralalliance.org
http://www.integralalliance.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0JWxL0r-wo&t=2s
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http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/
http://www.fh.org/
http://www.integra.sk/en/
http://www.ihpuk.org/
http://www.medicalteams.org/
http://relief.medair.org/
http://www.miseast.org/en
http://www.selfrance.org/
http://www.tear.org.au/
https://www.tearfund.nl/
http://www.tearfund.be/
https://tearfund.ca/
http://www.tearfund.ie/
http://www.tearfund.org.nz/
http://www.tearfund.ch/
http://www.tearfund.org/
http://transformaid.org/
http://www.worldconcern.org/
http://www.wr.org/
http://www.integralalliance.org/worldreliefusa.html
http://www.worldrenew.net/
http://www.zoa-international.com/

