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It is estimated that 4.5 million Venezuelans have now left their country, fleeing a 

profound economic and political crisis.[1] The UN predicts that by the end of 2019 
this figure will reach 5.3 million, and by 2020 to around 8 million. This crisis 

would then be the largest forced migration crisis in the world.[2] Columbia is 
hosting the largest number of Venezuelans – currently more than 1 million. 
 

Eight Integral Members are involved in this crisis, either operationally or 
providing funding support and medicines (see this infographic for details). 

Although an Integral alert has not yet been raised for this crisis, Integral is 

facilitating information sharing across the alliance. This raises awareness of 
urgent humanitarian needs, as well as increasing prayer and possible funding 

support for Members with work on the ground.  Integral collaboration for this 
crisis also includes sharing photos and stories for fundraising appeals. 
 

Betsy Baldwin, Director of Humanitarian Response at Medical Teams 
International, comments, “Despite the lack of refugee status, this is becoming 

one of the biggest forced migration crises in the world. As the region struggles to 
manage this additional burden, additional restrictions on movement are being put 

in place by a number of States. This impacts on Colombia primarily, which 

continues to host the lion’s share of the displaced population. As expected, 
despite the government’s best efforts, this is placing huge strain on basic services 

and tensions are rising between the host community and migrants.” 
 

She continues, “Furthermore, this crisis has not really reached a tipping point as 

a high profile humanitarian crisis, despite displacement numbers being just lower 
than the number displaced from Syria. So funding is low, and the coordination of 

the country specific and regional response is weak.”  
 

Klaas-Jan Baas, Corporate Communication Coordinator with one of our Dutch 
Members, ZOA, says, “This crisis is getting worse every day in two ways - people 

continue to flee the deepening crisis in Venezuela and the problems for the 
refugee-receiving countries are therefore growing. At the same time, there is 

very little media attention which makes fundraising very challenging indeed. A lot 
of funding is still needed. UNHCR communicated last week that only 52% of all 

NGO projects have received proper funding.” 
 

He continues, “Integral Members in Colombia are doing a great job - where it is 

possible we are working together and are complementing each other’s strengths.” 
 

For more information about understanding the Venezuelan Refugee Crisis please 
see here 

//Ends// 
 

 

                                                 
[1] See here 
[2] See here 

https://www.integralalliance.org/files/7315/7484/7898/2019_11_Venezuela_crisis_Integral_Overview.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/understanding-the-venezuelan-refugee-crisis
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/venezuela-emergency.html
https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/venezuela-crisis-quick-facts
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Extra information: 

Integral's Vision 
Christian agencies uniting globally, alleviating suffering and restoring hope, in 
disasters and beyond. 
 
Integral's Mission 
Integral exists to see God's Kingdom demonstrated by uniting our Members.  
We champion, encourage and facilitate collaborative working across the Alliance, 

particularly in disasters. 
 
On Integral Collaboration: 

Integral’s goal is for all its Members to become more effective and efficient in 
their work and to see greater impact and reach as a result of working 

collaboratively.  
 

Integral Members have a collaborative strategy for responding to disasters, with 
the Integral Disaster Response Process coordinating the emergency activities of 

its Members. The aim of the Integral DR process is to combine resources to 

ensure that as many people as possible are reached with the assistance they 
need. The Integral Secretariat plays a coordinating role to facilitate better 

communication between all Members in disaster situations with the aim of 
increasing support and avoiding duplication. 

Integral has 22 Members with headquarters in 14 countries. Integral Members 
work in 100 countries, across 40 sectors, and have a network of over 650 local 

partners.  To watch a short film introducing Integral click here.  
 

All Members sign up to the Red Cross Code of Conduct and Sphere Standards, 

and have agreed to the Core Humanitarian Standards. 

Integral Members are: 

CEDAR Fund - Hong Kong 
Food for the Hungry – USA & Canada 

Integra - Slovakia 
International Health Partners – UK 

Medical Teams International – USA 
Medair – Switzerland  

Missions Alliance – Norway 

Mission East – Denmark 
SEL France - France  

TEAR Australia – Australia 
Tear- Netherlands 

Tearfund – Belgium 
Tearfund  - Canada 

Tearfund - Ireland  
Tearfund – New Zealand 

Tear Fund - Switzerland 

Tearfund – UK 
Transform Aid International – Australia 

World Concern – USA 
World Relief – USA 

World Renew - Canada & USA 
ZOA – The Netherlands 

mailto:s.larkin@integralalliance.org
http://www.integralalliance.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0JWxL0r-wo&t=2s
http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/code-of-conduct/
http://www.sphereproject.org/
https://corehumanitarianstandard.org/the-standard
http://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/
http://www.fh.org/
http://www.integra.sk/en/
http://www.ihpuk.org/
http://www.medicalteams.org/
http://relief.medair.org/
http://www.misjonsalliansen.no/
http://www.miseast.org/en
http://www.selfrance.org/
http://www.tear.org.au/
http://www.tear.nl/
http://www.tearfund.be/
https://tearfund.ca/
http://www.tearfund.ie/
http://www.tearfund.org.nz/
http://www.tearfund.ch/
http://www.tearfund.org/
http://transformaid.org/
http://www.worldconcern.org/
http://www.wr.org/
http://www.wr.org/
http://www.worldrenew.net/
http://www.zoa-international.com/

